HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF SYPHILIS its appearance, as described by the medical men of the time, was a more destructive one than known at the present day. This gives credence to the idea that it was a new disease among the people.
During my sojourn in the tropics I became interested in phases of frambesia tropica and its relation to syphilis. The possibility always appealed to me that the spirochete of frambesia, which we can claim to be American, may have become the spirochete of syphilis upon transfer to Europeans. In this connection it is interesting to note that one There must be general acceptance of the possibility of transmutation of the spirochete. It has been advanced as lending credence to the theorv that frambesia tropica is a form of syphilis changed by climatic conditions and by centuries of passage through races resident in the tropics. It lends equal credence to the possibility that syphilis is a form of frambesia which has been changed by transfer to the white European.
Our present knowledge on transmutation of bacteria is too meagre to warrant its further discussion. It may be interesting to record that among certain elements of the race-track there is general acceptance of the idea BRITISH JOURNAL OF VENEREAL DISEASES that horses acquire the disease we know as dourine (horse syphilis) through sexual contact with syphilitic humans. The fact that dourine is caused by the Trypanosoma equiiperdum and syphilis by another spiral organism is not considered as -disproving the possibility of such transfer by those who believe in this theory.
When it comes to the origin of syphilis it has been my experience that each one who has a conclusion maintains it despite the mass of evidence adduced by the proponents of any other theory. And there is much to be said on both sides. 
